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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed to find out the kind of errors and the dominant error at the first grade
students of SMP Swasta Kartika 1-2 Medan in constructing negative and interrogative sentences
by using simple present tense in academic year 2019/2020. In this research, the subject was only
VII-3s’ class with 28 students in one class. This research was a qualitative research with a
descriptive method. The data obtained from the errors made by the students in written test which
consisted of 20 questions. In this study, the result of analyzed the data by calculating the errors,
there were 554 case of errors with 4 types of errors made by the students in their written test of
using simple present tense, they were: 197 (35,55%) case of errors on misformation; 177
(31,94%) case of errors on omission; 165 (29,78%) case of errors on addition; and 15 (2,70%)
case of errors on misordering, where error of misformation as a type of dominant error.
Keywords: Error, Error Analysis, Simple Present Tense

ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui jenis kesalahan dan kesalahan dominan pada siswa
kelas 1 SMP Swasta Kartika 1-2 Medan dalam menyusun kalimat negatif dan interogatif dengan
menggunakan simple present tense pada tahun akademik 2019/2020. Dalam penelitian ini,
subjek hanya kelas VI1-3 dengan 28 siswa dalam satu kelas. Penelitian ini adalah penelitian
kualitatif dengan metode deskriptif. Data diperoleh dari kesalahan yang dilakukan oleh siswa
dalam tes tertulis yang terdiri dari 20 pertanyaan. Dalam penelitian ini, hasil analisis data
dengan menghitung kesalahan, ada 554 kasus kesalahan dengan 4 jenis kesalahan yang dibuat
oleh siswa dalam tes tertulis mereka menggunakan simple present tense, yaitu: 197 (35,55%)
kasus kesalahan pada misformation; 177 (31,94%) kasus kesalahan omission; 165 (29,78%)
kasus kesalahan pada addition; dan 15 (2,70%) kasus kesalahan pada misordering, di mana
kesalahan misformation sebagai jenis kesalahan dominan.

Kata kunci: Kesalahan, Analisis Kesalahan, Simple Present Tense
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INTRODUCTION

Writing is constructing by putting
sentences in sequence, one after another. A
sentence should be a self-contained unit of
meaning. Meaning should flow from one
sentence to the next sentences. Everyone
should learn how to write to get a meaning
of what they write. Scholes & Clause (1972)
argue that “writing is one way to
communicate with other people besides
speaking, reading, and listening”.

The word “writing” seems to be
very simple and easy to understand by the
students because they think that writing in
English and Bahasa is not far different
especially when they try to arrange the
sentences from affirmative to negative and
interrogative of simple present tense. “The
simple present is something way true in the
past, is true in the present, and will be true
in the future, is use for a general statement
of fact” (Betty S. Azar, 2002, p. 13).
However, students often make mistakes and
errors especially when they try to arrange
sentences in their writing process. As a real
result, they write sentences
ungrammatically.

The grammar of a language is the
set of rules that govern its structure.
Grammar determines how words are
arranged to form meaningful units (Jeffrey
Coghill & Stacy Magendanz, 2003, p. 16).

In this case, students should know about the
grammatical rules, especially when they
write sentences and arrange sentences, they
also have to know that the differences
between English and Bahasa are far
different, the differences in the structure of
sentence may be the main reason why
students often made errors in constructing a
sentence. Norrish (1987) defined “Error is a
systematic deviation when a learner has not
learned something and consistently gets it
wrong” (p. 7). To avoid the errors, Sri
Rosmawati (2014) states that “the students
should do more exercises in transforming
affirmative simple present pattern sentences
into negative and interrogative pattern
sentences by paying attention in the
important rules in it, especially in using verb
tense in negative and interrogative
sentences, the teacher should pay more
attention about students’ ability in using it,
the teacher should deliver materials clearly
and he also should pay attention to the
student’s activity while teaching learning
process” (p. 52) and Okviyanti (2017)
argues that “after found out the types of
errors and the dominant errors in using
simple present tense especially in
completing the positive sentences and
changing into negative and interrogative
sentences, she suggests to avoid the same

errors; English teacher should be more
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creative in teaching the students about the
basic tense that is simple present tense, the
students should do much practicing to form
the positive sentences and then change into
negative and interrogative sentences, the
other researchers should be able to discuss
and analyze the students’ error deeply and it
is also expected the other researchers to give
more exercises to the students especially
about forming the positive, negative, and
interrogative sentences in simple present
tense” (p. 46).

Based on the background above, the
main objectives of this research are 1) Find
out the students’ errors make by the students
at the first grade students of SMP Swasta
Kartika 1-2 Medan in constructing negative
and interrogative sentences of simple
present tense, 2) Find out the dominant type
of errors make by the students at the first
grade students of SMP Swasta Kartika 1-2

Medan in constructing negative.

METHODOLOGY

The design in this research was a
qualitative research with a descriptive
analysis by doing a written test. According
to Bogdan and Biklen (1982) “qualitative
research is descriptive which the data is
collected in the form of words or pictures
rather than numbers”. The instrument of this

research was 20 questions in completed

positive sentences, and changed it into

negative sentences and interrogative
sentences. Where the data of this research
were some errors data which produced by
the students at the first grade of SMP
Kartika 1-2 Medan and the samples of this
research were 28 students in V1I-3s’ class.

There were some procedures were
conducted by the researchers to got the data
collection. First, the researchers gave the
written test, the tests have 20 questions
where each question of the test consists of
two commands; completed  positive
sentences with the correct verb in bracket,
and changed the positive sentences into
negative  sentences and interrogative
sentences. Second, the students were asked
to complete the 20 questions by using
simple present tense forms. Third, the
students did the test. Fourth, the researchers
collected the worksheets test of students.
The last, the errors were analyzed by the
researchers.

In analyzed the data, the researchers
used these 4 steps to find out the data of this
research in students’ test, they were, a) the
students’ errors were identified by
underlined each errors that made by the VII-
3s’ class or by the students, b) the students’
errors were classified into 4 errors according
to Dulais’ Taxonomy, they were: omission,

addition, misformation, and misordering,
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The percentages of errors were obtained by

applied the formula below:

F'—F X 100 %
=3 b

P : The percentage of error

F : The number of category error

N : The total of number of category error

Form
No
1 )
3 (?
5 )
9 )
18 @)
20 )
Form
No
2 ()
4 (?
6 ()
17 (?
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Error of Omission

Error of Omission is characterized

with the absence of one or more items that

must appear in a well-formed sentence when

the students constructing a sentence like in

the following table:

Table 1. Example of Omission Errors

Sentences

I do not leave my ” at home every

day
Do Bagas and Mila » a football
competition at their school?

He ~ drink a glass of milk for
breakfast every morning.

The rabbits ~ not eat a carrot from

my mother.
Is my mother beautiful, smart, *
kind?

Fried Noodle is * my favorite food.

Omission of

Noun
(cat)
Verb
(watch)

Auxiliary verb +
not (does + not)

Auxiliary verb
(do)
Conjunction
(and)

The word
(not)

Table 2. Example of Addition Errors

Sentences

She does not wash washes the
clothes every Sunday.

Does not a mouse walk behind my

doors?

| do not studies Bahasa and English

every Thursday at my school

Is Does Joe Taslim my favorite
actor from Indonesia?

The dominant type of errors were

found by the researchers that made by the

students.

Addition of

Verb
(washes)
The word
(not)
(es—studies)

Auxiliary verb
(does)

Corrections

I do not leave my cat at home
every day

Do Bagas and Mila watch a
football competition at their
school?

He does not drink a glass of
milk for breakfast every
morning.

The rabbits do not eat a carrot
from my mother.

Is my mother beautiful, smart,
and kind?

Fried Noodle is not my favorite
food.

Corrections

She does not wash the clothes
every Sunday.

Does a mouse walk behind my
doors?

I do not study Bahasa and
English every Thursday at my
school

1Is Joe Taslim my favorite actor
from Indonesia?

Error of Addition.
Error of addition is characterized

with the presence of one or more items that
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appear in a well-formed sentence when the characterized with the wrong morpheme or

students. structure use in a well formed sentence
when the students constructing

Error of Misformation sentence.dents constructing a sentence.

Error of Misformation is

Table 3. Example of Misformation Errors

Form Sentences Misformation of Corrections

No

7 (+)  The postman deliver our Verb on 3" singular The postman delivers our
mail every day. (deliver should be mail every day.

delivers)

15 ) I is not a student of SMP Auxiliary verb I am not a student of SMP
Kartika 1-2 Medan. (is should be am) Kartika 1-2 Medan.

10 (+)  She buyes some apples for Verb on 3" singular She buys some apples for her
her grandma. (buyes should be buys) grandma.

11. (?)  Arelat my uncle’s house Verb (be) Am I at my uncle’s house
every Friday? (are should be am) every Friday?

12. (+) My sister does a doctor in Verb (be) My sister is a doctor in the
the hospital. (does should be is) hospital.

14 ) Our classes is big, clean, and  Verb (be) Our classes are big, clean,
comfortable. (is should be are) and comfortable.

16 (? Mr. Jokowi does a president  \erb (be) Mr. Jokowi is a president of
of Indonesia? (does should be is) Indonesia?

19 (+)  Oyen are the name of my Verb (be) Oyen is the name of my cat.
cat. (are should be is)

Error of Misordering
Error of Misordering is characterized with the incorrect placement of a morpheme in a
well-formed sentence when the students constructing a sentence.

Table 4. The Example of Misordering Errors

For Sentences Misordering of Corrections
No m
13 - Our classes not are Pattern negative form  Our classes are not
beautiful. (verb+not) beautiful.
8 ? He does love his parents  Pattern interrogative  Does he love his parents
and his brother? (does+subject) and his brother?
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Table 5. Recapitulation of Students’ Errors

0 A
1 AA 6 2 13 1 22
2 APPH 1 1 2 =
3 AAF 4 - 5 -
4 AS 3 4 5 1
5 ARR 17 9 10 5 41
6 AS 6 3 5 -
7 AIM 4 14 4 -
8 BF 4 1 7 1
9 CAR 2 3 4 -
10 DPQ 6 1 2 1
1 DA - 4 -
12 FDAP 6 3 17 26
13 FZA 11 4 6 2 23
14 FHAM 3 4 6 - 13
15 KRL 2 1 - -
16 MAB 2 12 1 - 25
17 MA 3 20 9 - 32
18 MBP 26 15 10 - 51
19 MHS 5 1 13 - 19
20 MHP 6 13 12 -
21 MIPA 31 9 14 1
22 MRZ 2 1 16 3 22
23 MH - 4 1 -
24 MBS 3 10 5 - 18
25. RSS 3 1 7 - 11
26. SDP 2 10 5 - 17
27. THK 3 1 5 -
28. ZS 6 4 3 - 13
Total Errors 177 165 197 15
From the table above, the

calculations for the percentages of errors
made by the students in constructing
negative and interrogative sentences were
554 cases which were divided into four

calculations, they were:

Tots Omission K = ﬁ Xwg% 31940
Total Ermors

E

a

= Ay = @ " Xl = 974
Total Errors
. ME=Z = il = 5%
- Total Errorg
Total Misord Total Misordering 13
o 0= g < B g = oy

The result of the data analysis
above showed that: First, the total numbers
of errors made by the students at the first
grade students of SMP Swasta Kartika 1-2
Medan in constructing negative and
interrogative sentences of simple present
tense were 554 cases of errors. They were
divided into four types namely: 177
(31,94%) errors of omission, 165 (29,78%)
errors of addition, 197 (35,55%) errors of
misformation and 15 (2,70%) errors of
misordering. And the dominant type of
errors made by the students at the first
grade students of SMP Swasta Kartika 1-2
Medan in constructing negative and
interrogative sentences of simple present
tense was error of misformation with 197

(35, 55%) cases of errors.
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CONCLUSION

Based on the results of the data
analysis, it was concluded as the following:
1) The students of the first grade at SMP
Kartika 1-2 Medan got low understanding in
using simple present tense in constructing
negative and interrogative sentences,
because they were commonly made errors in
their written test were namely: omission,
addition, misformation, and misordering.
2) Error of misformation was type of
dominant errors made by the students of
SMP Kartika 1-2 Medan in using simple
present tense with 197 cases of errors
(35,55%), and while in omission 177
(31,94%), addition 165 (29,78%), and

misordering 15 (2,70%) cases of errors.

SUGGESTION

In constructing words students
should know about the grammatical rules,
especially when they wrote sentences and
arrange sentences, they also have to know
that the differences between English Bahasa
are far different; the differences in structure
of sentence maybe the main reason why
students often made errors in constructing a
sentence. To avoid the errors, there are some
suggestions the researchers would like to
give as the following, 1) English teacher
should be more active and creative to

explaining, deliver materials clearly, and

teaching the students with unique ways about
the basic tense of simple present tense where
it is hoped that English teacher can minimize
the students’ errors in the future, 2) The
students should do much

practicing about how the ways to construct
positive  sentences to negative and
interrogative sentences with follow the
patterns of simple present tense, and 3) The
other researchers should be able to analyze
the students’ errors more deeply and give
more exercises to the students in constructing
negative and interrogative sentences by using

simple present tense.
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